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July 1903, the King and Queen entered Dublin, the
Corporation refused to present an address of welcome.
To deal with such hostility required neither diplomacy
nor patient unravelling: indeed it only served to develop
the King's sheer horse-power of geniality and his superb
unconsciousness that anybody was other than delighted
and honoured to see him, and, as at Paris and with
precisely the same success, he set himself to captivate
the crowds with his own jovial enjoyment. An orgy of
popular enthusiasm greeted him. Off he went in August
to Marienbad for his annual cure, where in mufti he met
two more Sovereigns, his brother-in-law, King George of
Greece, and his cousin, Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria,
and, as soon as his cure was over at the end of the month,
he pushed on to Vienna for a state visit to the Emperor of
Austria. He arranged to meet the mother of the young
King of Spain en route, and explained to her why, when
he had been to Portugal in the spring, he had not paid his
respects to her at Madrid.

William was aghast at these indefatigable activities of
his uncle. He knew that the Tsar was to pay a state
visit to Vienna at the end of September, and he at once
proposed to the Emperor of Austria that he should pay
him a visit directly after King Edward had left, just as,
in the spring, he had appeared in majesty at Rome as
soon as die King had gone to Paris. This was the second
time this year that the King had paid an official visit to a
member of the Triple Alliance, and the Emperor of course
suspected some sinister design. He would have to ferret
that out, and, in any case, the genial impression his
uncle was sure to have made must be erased before it
had time to sink in. How meddlesome and interfering
he was ! It was most necessary, as William had told